The 3rd Tokyo International Viola Competition
The Finalists
Friday, June 5 & Saturday, June 6, 2015
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Andrea Burger, viola

Born 1990 in Switzerland. She did her Bachelor's degree at Haute Ecole de Musique de Genéve
with Nobuko Imai and finishes her Master's degree this summer at Mozarteum University
Salzburg with Thomas Riebl. She attended international masterclasses with Lawrence Power,
Hartmut Rohde, Tatjana Masurenko, Jean Sulem, Garth Knox and Hatto Beyerle. Her artistic
development was further encouraged by Ferenc Rados, Gabor Takacs-Nagy and the Michelangelo
Quartet. A laureate of numerous national and international competitions.The highlights of her
engagements in 2015 include concerts in the US, as well as a tour with Hoffmeister Concerto in
Switzerland. In the fall she will be part of OCM Prussia Cove's Autumn Tour, including a concert
in Wigmore Hall, London.
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Louise Desjardins, viola

Born in a family of musicians, the violist Louise Desjardins began
practicing chamber music very early. After following the teaching of
Isabelle Lequien and Gérard Caussé, she is currently studying in Master
degree with Antoine Tamestit in Conservatoire of Paris. In 2011, she
founded with three friends the Quatuor Akilone, to go deeper into the
string quartet repertory and to share her passion of chamber music.
The Quatuor Akilone plays in many concerts, multidisciplinary projects
and academies all over Europe. ,
Louise also has a great passion for orchestra : she has been taking part in |K=
Orchestre Francais des Jeunes and Gustav Mahler Jugendorchester for
several years. She is also playing as academist student in Orchestre
Philharmonique de Radio France and Orchestre de Paris.
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Georgy Kovalev, viola

Born in Tblisi, Georgia, in 1990. He studied with Nobuko Imai at the Haute Ecole de Musique in
Geneva, and with Matthias Buchholz at the Musikhochschule KdIn. At the moment he is studying
at the Kronberg Academy with Nobuko Imai. He has taken masterclasses with renowned artists
such as Kim Kashkashian, Antoine Tamestit, Pamela Frank, Gabor Takacs-Nagi, Seiji Ozawa and
others.Georgy Kovalev has taken part in the IMAS with Seiji Ozawa, the Ravinia Festival , the
Verbier Festival Academy, where he won the Neva-Foundation special prize. Among the others
he performed together with Gidon Kremer, Steven Isserlis, Christian Tetzlaff, Yuri Bashmet,
Andreas Schiff .Georgy Kovalev has won prizes in several international competitions. In 2013 he
won second prize in the Yuri Bashmet International Viola Competition in Moscow.
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Kei Tojo, viola

Born in Kofu-city, in1991, Kei Tojo is currently studying at Conservatoire National Superieur de
Musique et danse de Paris since 2011.  She has been selected as an Academy member of
Orchestre philharmonique de Radio France and Orchestre de Paris. As a soloist, she won the
first prize at the Competition for young violists in Poitiers in France, the second prize and Boosey
& Hawkes prize at the 11th Lionel Tertis International
Viola Competition, Honorable mention and Best Bach
Performance prize at the 14th William Primrose
International viola Competition. In chamber music field,
she participated at LFJ au Japon 2014 as a Folle Journée
Camerata member in Niigata, Shiga and Tokyo.

Kei Tojo also performed in Nantes, La Baule, Marseille.
In 2014, she took part in Seiji Ozawa International Swiss
Academy and performed in Geneve and Paris. In 2016,
she will perform at Ravinia Festival in US.




